Social Studies and World Citizenship

could be effectively acquired in all countries in addition to
the mother tongue ? The difficulties of international con-
gresses would be abolished in one stroke ; the scientific or
technical specialist would be put into immediate touch with
his fellows in different lands; the traveller, whether on
business or on pleasure, would be liberated from the linguistic
barriers which now confront him ; and the ordinary indi-
vidual would be enabled to feel, both in practice and in
theory, that the nations of the world are interdependent
parts of one great organic whole, despite their disputes and
differences.

The need for an auxiliary language is often disputed
" because English is already ' international* ". A similar
claim is made for French. The British Association Com-
mittee has given an answer to these claims. The League of
Nations officially used both these languages, but it worked
only by a troublesome and expensive system of expert
interpreters. If either claim were true, the members of
polyglot assemblies would adopt either English or French
as the sole language for debates and documents. In actual
fact the claims are so baseless that at most international
conferences the participants are allowed to use any one of
three, four, five or six * official * languages and then cannot
make themselves intelligible. A visitor from another planet
would surely stand amazed at the world calling itself pro-
gressive, but still struggling in the tower of Babel and still
not able to find a way out.

Many claims are made for English in particular, because
many foreign hotel porters, railway officials, waiters and
other public functionaries have a useful knowledge of our
language ; but these claims take us no further in the direc-
tion now in question, namely, the complete mutual intelli-
gibility of civilized people in all walks of life.

Some people imagine that they are much more competent
speakers of this or that foreign language than is actually the
case, and do not realize that, though they may know a lan-
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